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PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Physical Anthropology

· Examines human beings as biological organisms and tries to differentiate them from other species
Physical Anthropologists

· Trace the origins of the human species, others study biological similarities and differences among human beings today
· Work with fossils, bones and other remnants of human life.

Charles Darwin

· His theories are the root of the discipline of physical anthropology;

· Published On the origins of Species in 1859, which described his theory of evolution;
· He proposed that no two members of a species are exactly alike, and that this variation is a result of biological inheritance and adaptation to the environment;

NATURAL SELECTION:  members of a species pass on their unique characteristics to their offspring.  Over time successful variations will produce new species.

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST:  believed that those members of a species who were less intelligent or less aggressive would ultimately be replaced or conquered by those they believed were fit to survive.

The Descent of Man

· Darwin concluded that, although there is variation within the human species, human physical and mental characteristics are so similar that all human beings must have originated from one ancestor;

· Recent genetic studies support this conclusion, tracing all humans back to a common African origin.[image: image2.wmf]
