Sociological Viewpoints

The different schools of sociology present different perspectives on human behavior. It is important to consider different points of view when explaining human behavior as not only ONE viewpoint will be successful in explaining behaviours to the fullest extent. 

After reviewing the material on the different schools of sociology (pages 112-133), complete the following analysis exercise to check your understanding. 

How might each of these situations be explained by:

 a) a Structural Functionalist? 
b) a Conflict Theorist? 
c) a Symbolic Interactionist?
d) A Feminist sociologist? 

Provide a description of how each theorist would respond: 


1. Why crime exists in society in general or why certain crimes exist:

a)   ________________________________________________________________________
b)   ________________________________________________________________________
c)   ________________________________________________________________________
d)  ________________________________________________________________________
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2.  Why some drivers get pulled over by a law enforcement officer: 

a)   ________________________________________________________________________
b)   ________________________________________________________________________
c)   ________________________________________________________________________
d)  ________________________________________________________________________



3. Why some Canadians are wealthier than others. 


a)   ________________________________________________________________________
b)   ________________________________________________________________________
c)   ________________________________________________________________________
d)  ________________________________________________________________________

4. Why some people believe in having a family of their own one day and some do not.  

  
a)   ________________________________________________________________________
b)   ________________________________________________________________________
c)   ________________________________________________________________________
d)  ________________________________________________________________________
